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Valtra Adopts CuproBraze® Technology for Use on Its World Class Tractors, According to International Copper Association
Brazed Copper-Brass Radiators and Charge Air Coolers Offer Durability, Compactness and Reparability in Tractor Applications
NEW YORK – According to the International Copper Association, Valtra, Inc. of Suolahti, Finland is now using CuproBraze radiators and charge air coolers in the majority of its tractors made in Suolahti. Valtra tractors are among the best known and most admired in the world. Valtra is a worldwide brand of the AGCO Corporation, which is the third-largest manufacturer of agricultural equipment in the world.

With company roots reaching back to 1832, Valtra’s history runs parallel to the evolution of the tractor. Today, Valtra continues to innovate as one of the first tractor makers to use CuproBraze radiators and charge air coolers in its current production models.

CuproBraze is a breakthrough technology for brazing copper fins to brass tubes, as well as brass-to-brass components. It was developed by the International Copper Association in cooperation with the copper industry. A brazed joint is much stronger than a soldered joint and is more resistant to fatigue, corrosion and extreme temperature changes. CuproBraze also works well with compact designs, essential for certain Valtra tractors due to space limits available for cooling systems underneath the hood of these models. Another advantage of CuproBraze is that, compared to aluminum, copper-based components can be easily repaired in the field.  Superior performance, compact size and reparability make CuproBraze the technology of choice for heat exchangers in Valtra tractors.
By 2007, the Finnish Radiator Manufacturing Company was shipping nearly 8,300 radiators for use in Valtra Model N and Model A tractors as well as next-generation Model T tractors. In 2008, Valtra built approximately 11,000 tractors, which all included CuproBraze radiators.

Valtra tractors are also among the first to use charge air coolers made by the “one shot” brazing process. Years of collaboration between Luvata, Umicore BrazeTec, the Finnish Radiator Company and Valtra culminated in this unique process for simultaneously brazing fins to tubes and tubes to headers, as well as brazing tanks onto headers.  One-shot brazing is described in greater detail on the Web site of the CuproBraze Alliance (www.cuprobraze.com).

For more information about CuproBraze, contact the International Copper Association, (212) 251-7245, or write to ICA at 260 Madison Avenue, 16th Floor, New York, NY 10016-2401. Also see the website for the CuproBraze Alliance at www.cuprobraze.com. ICA is a member of the CuproBraze Alliance.

About ICA

The International Copper Association, Ltd. (ICA) is the leading organization for promoting the use of copper worldwide. The Association's 38 member companies represent about 80 percent of the world's refined copper output. ICA's mission is to promote the use of copper by communicating the unique attributes that make this sustainable element an essential contributor to the formation of life, to advances in science and technology, and to a higher standard of living worldwide.
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